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S te w a rt
2 -16 -6 6
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
UM PRESIDENT JOHNS 
LESSENS SUSPENSIONS
P r e s id e n t  R o b e rt Johns a c t e d  on th e  a p p e a ls  o f  s i x  suspen d ed  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
Montana men to d a y  and re d u c e d  t h e i r  s u s p e n s io n s  t o  th e  re m a in d e r o f  t h i s  q u a r t e r .
He a ls o  " c le a r e d  t h e  a i r "  on o th e r  a s p e c t s  r e s u l t i n g  from  th e  " s n o w b a ll  f i g h t s . "
The U n i v e r s i t y  d o es n o t make i t  a  p o l i c y  o f  r e l e a s i n g  th e  names o f  d i s c i p l i n e d  
s tu d e n ts ,  b u t  P r e s id e n t  Joh n s s a id  he had d i r e c t e d  Andrew C. C o g s w e ll ,  dean o f  
s tu d e n ts ,  t o  in fo rm  t h e  su sp e n d e es t h a t  th e y  c o u ld  r e t u r n  t o  th e  U n i v e r s i t y 's  a c a ­
dem ic c u r r ic u lu m  s p r in g  q u a r te r  19 6 6 , in s t e a d  o f  n e x t  f a l l  q u a r t e r .
The UM p r e s id e n t  s a id  i t  sh o u ld  b e  c l e a r l y  u n d e rsto o d  t h a t  h i s  c o u r s e  o f  
a c t io n  had b e en  d e c id e d  p r i o r  t o  th e  s tu d e n t  d e m o n stra tio n  in  f r o n t  o f  Main H a ll  
T u esd ay a fte r n o o n  and t h a t  i t  was d e c id e d  on th e  b a s i s  o f  th e  m en 's s u c c e s s f u l  
a p p e a ls .  T h e r e fo r e ,  th e  d e m o n stra tio n  had no e f f e c t  on th e  change o f  p e n a l t y .
P r e s id e n t  Joh ns to o k  e x c e p t io n  t o  a m is in fo rm e d  e d i t o r i a l  in  t o d a y 's  K a im in .
I t  made r e f e r e n c e  t o  a f i c t i c i o u s  s t u d e n t - a d m in is t r a t io n  agreem en t o f  " n o n - v io le n c e "  
su p p o se d ly  d r a f t e d  b y  th e  P r e s i d e n t 's  o f f i c e .
P ro d u cin g  h i s  i n v i t a t i o n  t o  t h e  M ain H a ll  d e m o n s tra tio n , P r e s id e n t  Joh ns s a id ,  
th e r e  had  b een  no such  agreem en t and, in  f a c t ,  th e  f i r s t  he had h e a rd  o f  th e  r a l l y  
was when he and Dean C o g s w e ll  r e c e i v e d  t h e i r  i n v i t a t i o n s  t o  answ er q u e s t io n s  a t  
th e  r a l l y .
He a ls o  d e c la r e d  th e  K a im in 's  e d i t o r i a l  a ssu m p tio n  e r r o n e o u s ;  t h a t  th e  s tu d e n ts  
who s ig n e d  th e  " a g re e m e n t" --p re s u m a b ly  t h i s  a p p l ie s  t o  th e  s tu d e n ts  who p u t t h e i r  
names on th e  i n v i t a t i o n s — w ould  l o s e  t h e i r  acad em ic s t a t u s .
" S tu d e n ts  who p u t t h e i r  names on i n v i t a t i o n s  t o  o r d e r ly  r a l l i e s  do n o t je o p a r d iz e  
t h e i r  acad em ic s t a t u s  a t  th e  U n i v e r s i t y , "  P r e s id e n t  Johns e x p la in e d .  He p o in te d  o u t 
t h a t  b o th  Dean C o g s w e ll and h im s e l f  w ere w e l l  enough a c q u a in te d  w ith  s tu d e n t a c t i v i -
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t i e s  t o  know th e  d i f f e r e n c e  b etw een  a  p o t e n t i a l  r i o t  and an o r d e r ly  d e m o n s tra tio n , 
" U n iv e r s i t y  o f f i c i a l s  a r e  e x p e c te d  b y  M o n ta n a 's  ta x p a y e r s  and R e g e n ts  t o  
m a in ta in  o rd e r  a t  t h e  UM, b y  a c t in g  t o  p r o t e c t  s tu d e n ts  and s t a t e  p r o p e r t y  from  
i n ju r y .  They a r e  n o t e x p e c te d  t o  s i t  b y  w hat s tu d n ts  c a l l  ' f u n '  u n t i l  a  s t u d e n t 's  
eye i s  p u t o u t o r  p u b l ic  p r o p e r t y  i s  dam aged," P r e s id e n t  Joh ns s a i d .
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